SIRI KAROLINE THORNHILL, soprano

„... a lyric soprano voice of great beauty which she employs tastefully and musically impeccably…” 
MusicWeb Here March 2018


In the concert hall, in the church and on the opera stage, the soprano Siri Karoline Thornhill, who was born in England and grew up in Norway, regularly excites her audience and the critics: „Crisply clear coloraturas“, „beautifully balanced Mozart register art“ and a „delicately led, overtone-rich lyrical soprano“ was attested to her in the press as well as „exemplary text comprehensibility“.
The 2021/22 season is rich in highlights, including concerts with the Ensemble Orlando Fribourg and the Freitagsakademie Bern, the debut at the RSB Berlin under the direction of Rinaldo Alessandrini and the participation in the opening concert of the Bachwoche Stuttgart 2022 with Hans-Christoph Rademann.
Siri Karoline Thornhill can be heard regularly in the concert halls of Europe with further conductors and their ensembles. She made guest appearances at numerous festivals, including the Handel Festival Halle, the festivals for Early Music in Bruges and Utrecht, the Sydney Festival, the Haydn Festival Eisenstadt and the Bach Festival Leipzig. Under the baton of Iván Fischer she sang the soprano part in Bach‘s „Matthäuspassion“ at the Konzerthaus Berlin. For the „Weihnachtsoratorium“ she was engaged by Diego Fasolis for concerts at LAC Lugano and for a radio production at RSI Radiotelevisione Svizzera. With the Concertgebouw Kamerorkest, conducted by Gijs Leenars, she frequently sang on tour in the Netherlands. In Mozart‘s “Ascanio in Alba“, led by Fabio Biondi, and in Mendelssohn‘s „Midsummer Night‘s Dream“ led by Ottavio Dantone, she was heard with the Stavanger Symfoniorkester.
A significant part of her vocal work takes place on international opera stages: Under the direction of Sigiswald Kuijken she made her debut as Donna Anna at the Festival
international opéra baroque &amp; romantique in Beaune. Her debut as Pamina she sang in Kristiansand, Norway. She sang Orasia in Georg Philipp Telemann‘s „Orpheus“ at TfN Hildesheim led by GMD Florian Ziemen which was staged by Sigrid T’Hooft. In 2019 she sang the soprano solo in a ballet version of Bach „Johannespassion“ at Oper Leipzig under the direction of Paul Goodwin.
Siri Karoline Thornhill has been involved in more than 20 CD productions. Particularly noteworthy are a recording of songs by Edvard Grieg, accompanied by Reinild Mees at the piano, and five compilations of Bach cantatas in solo instrumentation together with La Petite Bande directed by Sigiswald Kuijken. She has also participated in radio and CD productions of various operas, including the critically acclaimed recording of Giovanni Simone Mayr‘s „Telemaco“ (Naxos). SWR/bastille musique released „Through his Teeth“ by Luke Bedford in 2017. This recording was on the longlist of the Deutsche Schallplattenkritik in 2018 and was named CD of the month by the magazine „Die Deutsche Bühne“. A new recording of „Savitri“ by Gustav Holst will soon be released on the same label.
Siri Karoline Thornhill studied in her hometown of Stavanger and fulfilled her training at the Koninklijk Conservatorium den Haag with a master‘s degree. Ongoing vocal and artistic impulses she received from Anna Reynolds, Prof. Beata Heuer-Christen and Elly Ameling.
During the pandemic, Siri Karoline Thornhill received support and scholarships for her artistic projects from the German Music Council and the state of Baden-Württemberg.
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